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to Ease' 
Demands for' 
News Fil^ 

* By Bernard D. Nosidt^ . 

WMhiswtQs Po«t Staff WrtUr 

Attorney General John 
Mitchell acknowledged : 

'day that unnamed 
neya had violated Ju^ce v 
parlmcnt practice bydema 
ing materiala from news ^ 
ganizations without first ne 
jtiat^ what can be subp 

Mitchell said he was s( 
particularly reg 
ny implication that the ' 
aent of Justice is inti 
Dg in the traditional fre 
independence^ of 


Te promised that from ndw| 
department would at 
^ "^pt **to reach a compromise J 
able to both partica^p 
it sought photos, films I 
iffles for inquiries and pros-jj 
^ons. . , 

J*>BtcheU's three^>age 
ment came In the wake of q 
idsm from several publB 
and broadcasting execu^^ 
over a flurry of recent ^ 
^oenas demanding mab^ 
^out the Black Panthers'^ 
Weatherman faction* 
Indents for a Democratic ! 

^Imong those charging that H 
fthe sweeping orders threat- 
the gathering of the 
were Time, Inc,, News- 1 
, the Columbia Broadcast- 1 
f System and The New York] 
es. 

atcheB said, “The 
at has always recog 
‘ particular sensitivity 
|tis press in this area, esp 
with regard to confidext- 
Ihiformants and the special 
l^laee occupied by the press 
Dcb^ the Constitution.” 

SUBPOENAS, A12, Col. 3 



f.S. to Seek 
Accoriis on 

■Newsra^' . 

SUBPOENAS, From A1 

^In the past, he said, Justio 
{Apartment lawyers discussc^ 
^th the press the scope of a 
Subpoena in “an attempt to' 
loanee the rights of the preai 
iwfth the rights of a grand juiy 
P Mkin g an^. lnvestigatiQn.*lJ 
ISitcheil ; obseihred that this 
practice lias been followed in 
JFashington.^ . . 

^tr'^nfortunat^, in ol 
instances, thls^ policy waa 
followed/’ "an 

subpoenas were served 
Igjttt any prior negotial 
When this was brought td?!^ 
attention, we promptly^ 
Jeered our attorneys to ^ 
negotiations to reach 
ptable compromise. 

,?It is my understani 
Mitchell continued, 
negotiations are 
ling satisf^torily 
in some instances, 
remment has dropped soi 
J:lt8 requests.” ^ 
l3«itcheU did not si _ 
tli^ instances. Howevet;" 

I aaiumed he referred to!^i 
pfopnas issued to 
I^l^er material, to Ni 
for files on Ae Wi 
ni^ and to a San Fn 
reporter of the Times, 
€|«dwell, for hia Panther 
t^ in general, the press 
demands for unpj 
led material on the { 
it might violate p: 
'protect the identity^ 
lants and that it cdj 
media into an in' 
arm of the governmi 
i instance in whiclr 
giwernment wanted inn 
tjpn gathered by the pre^i 
Glided came to 

A Southern nei _ _ 
declined to be identiQidj 
gl^osed that a defense 

for a militant black iS^Pj 
attempted to suf 
notes of the papers 
jatlve reporter. 

L Disclosure would have re- 
that the FBI hi 
;ed informers in 
[Op. The reporter involved] 
icd to yield the matei 
ided and was not 
led to do so. 




